
 

 

 

 

the meeting community 

 Meetings for Worship and Business are the center of our spiritual community. There, as we 
come to know each other in the Spirit, we build the “beloved community.” 

 Mutual respect and care in the Meeting form the foundation from which we can test, support, 
and exercise leadings of the Spirit. At its best, the Meeting community provides a framework for 
us to learn and practice mutual care, which strengthens us as we act in the world. 

 All members of the Meeting community should share in the care of one another. While 
respecting privacy, we must be aware of and sensitive to each other’s needs. We must also be 
willing to ask for assistance when we are in need. 

• Do I strive to be inclusive in my relationships within the Meeting? 

• Do I care for the reputation of others, refraining from gossip or disparaging remarks? 

• Am I committed to the difficult work of forgiveness, and affirming God’s love for the 

whole community? 

• How are love and unity maintained among us? 

• Do we practice the art of listening, even beyond words? 

• How have we been sensitive to the personal needs and difficulties of members and 

attenders, young and old? 

• Do we visit one another in our homes and keep in touch with distant members? 

  

† Some queries are intended for individuals.  
Italicized queries are intended for the Meeting collectively. 
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Visalia Friends Meeting  

Meeting for Business 

August 10, 2008 

Members and Attenders Present:  Bill & Beth Lovett, Greg Seastrom, Joy and Bob Marshall, 

John and Shirley Dackawich, Patti Howard, David & Klara East, Dan O’Connell, David and Joanne 

Dudley, David Roberts, Graciela Martinez, Saundra Studervandt, Angela Huerta, Jeannie Warner 

The Meeting began with Clerk Greg Seastrom in silence. He read from the Daily Readings from 

Quaker Spirituality.  Also, Faith and Practice: Advice and Queries on Meeting Community. 

Greg also reviewed other Meeting Newsletters, Opportunities for donation, and Friends 

Organizational News. All these are available on the back counter in appropriate folders.  

Announcements: 

• August’s Quakerism I is August 17 and  20
th

 

 

• Memorial for Verna Curtis on August 24
th

 

Agenda Items: 

Membership: Ministry and Oversight has made a recommendation to accept Daniel O’Connell’s 

application for membership to the Visalia Monthly Meeting. Greg presented Dan with a gift of 

Thomas Kelly’s  A Testament of Devotion.  Dan received a hearty welcome. 

Naming Committee:  The Naming committee’s purpose is to select a Nominating committee. 

Bob Marshall, Bill Lovett and Olga McAllister will serve as members of the Naming Committee.  

Phone Tree: An updated phone tree will be distributed at Meeting as soon as possible. Dan 

O’Connell and Angela Huerta will be added.  

Verna’s Memorial: The Curtis family will invite friends and relatives to our regular Meeting for 

worship to honor Verna Curtis. There will be an invitation to dine and meet at the Memorial 

wall after Meeting for worship. Family members will be greeting Friends at the door. 

Gift of artwork to the Meeting: The Meeting discussed the display of artwork given to the 

Meeting. There has been conflict over the display due to its offense to Friends. Friends met in 

silence and shared thoughts and feelings regarding the issue. There were several comments 

towards resolution of the conflict regarding the display of the gift. The clerk determined the 

sense of the Meeting and proposed a minute that we will take down the artwork and lovingly 

turn it over to the archivist and find ways to consider its display on certain occasions.  Joy 

Marshall agreed to stand aside. 



FGC Affiliation: Joy asked that the Meeting season the letter of support for Friend’s General 

Conference.  Joy asked for additional time to consider other factors in the support proposal. 

There was agreement for this request. 

Immigration Minute (up-date): The minute is under seasoning. 

Work Day: Ten people attended the work day. Much work was accomplished. Bob Marshall 

facilitated the event and the Meeting appreciated the much needed work. 

Quaker Quest: Klara distributed information on Quaker Quest, a program regarding outreach. 

She reviewed briefly the attached information item and highlighted the main features of the 

program. This was brought forward for information only. There will be future discussion on this 

item. 

The Meeting ended in silence 

Respectfully submitted,  

David East 

Recording Clerk 

 


