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social and civic responsibility

In the words of William Penn, “True godliness don’t draw men out of the world, but enables them to live better in it
and excites their endeavors to mend it.” Elsewhere he commented: “If is a reproach to religion and government to
suffer so much poverty and excess.

Poverty within a wealthy society is unjust, cruel, and often linked to skin color, gender, and language. We must
examine our own privilege and role in the economic order that deepens this disparity. Friends should be alert to
oppression and injustice, and persistent in working against them.

We value our part in shaping the laws of our country. Our task is to see that laws serve God’s purposes and build a
just social order. Our first allegiance should be to God, and if this conflicts with any compulsion of the state, we
serve our country best by remaining true to our higher loyalty.

If, by divine leading, our attention is focused on a law that is contrary to God’s law, we must proceed with care.
Before acting, Friends should pray for further guidance and speak with the Meeting, family members, and all those
who might be affected by the decision. If a decision involves disobedience to the law, we should make the grounds
of our action clear to all concerned and be prepared to suffer any penalties without evasion. As a community, we
must care for those who suffer for conscience’s sake.

® What am I doing to carry my share of responsibility for the government of our community, nation, and
world?

® Am I persistent in my efforts to promote constructive change?

®  How do we attend to the suffering of others in our local community, in our state and nation, and in the
world community?

® Do we try to understand the causes of suffering, and do we
address them as a Meeting?

®  How do we, individually and as a Meeting, support the organizations that work to bring the testimonies of
Friends into reality in our society?



Visalia Friends Meeting
Meeting for Business
May 19, 2008

Members and Attenders Present: Bill Lovett, Greg Seastrom, Graciela Martinez,
Joanne Dudley, David Dudley, Joy Marshall, Bob Marshall, John Dackawich,
Shirley Dackawich, Patti Howard, David East, Olga McAllister, Dan O’Connell,
David Roberts

The Meeting began with Clerk Greg Seastrom reading from the Daily Readings
from Quaker Spirituality. Also, Faith and Practice Advice and Queries on Social
and Civic Responsibility.

Greg Seastrom - Clerk, began the Meeting in silence. Greg reviewed the
agenda and asked for any additions. He asked that we conduct business as
Friends in the Light.

Greg reviewed other Meeting Newsletters, Opportunities, and Friends
Organizational News. All these are available in folders on the back counter. Bob
Marshall announced that Nolan Marshall was at Quarterly Meeting working on
Junior Quarterly Meeting and is involved in many leadership roles with youth.

Agenda Items:

Children’s Program: Greg asked how the children’s program was going. The
activities have been successful. Parents are asked to bring children into Meeting
at the beginning of the meeting then they will exit after 10 minutes. Adults should
model proper timely attendance to Meeting at 10:30. It was agreed that
children will enter during closing at the rise of the Meeting, the person who
breaks the Meeting will ask someone to get the children. Mallory had met with
Joanne and Joy. She had requested a better first aid kit (the treasurer was
instructed to purchase one) and provision of a snack on Business Meeting days.
We need to provide coverage for late business meetings and Quakerism 1
classes. Joanne noted that the recent Friends Journal had inspirational articles
regarding nurturing children in Meeting. Joanne will be convening a Children’s
Committee meeting in the future. Joanne commended Mallory on her work with
the children. The discussion shifted to the timely entry to Meeting by Friends.
There was a suggestion that a bell be rung to remind Friends that Meeting has
started. This suggestion will be brought to M & O for review.

Immigration Meeting: Graciela asked that the Meeting write a minute regarding
our stand against current raids performed by Immigration Police. There was a
minute by Reed Wood Meeting that was read by Greg. AFSC has also come up
with a statement. A draft will be constructed for the next business meeting. Bob
Marshall, Bill Lovett will work on the draft with Graciela to present for next
Meeting for Business. Dan O’Connell also offered assistance. Greg suggested




that we work towards of an originally written minute reflecting our specific needs
and circumstances.

Quakerism 1: Quakerism 1 will be held next Sunday 5/26 at 12:30 and an

additional repeat class will be held Wednesday 5/29 at 6:30 pm. Below is the
course outline.



QUAKERISM 1
COURSE OUTLINE

The course is designed to offer information from written sources, the facilitator, and
participants, and will feature much interaction among those in attendance. Emphasis will be upon
studying the traditions, faith, and practice of the Religious Society of Friends, especially of the
Pacific Yearly Meeting, and applying them to the challenges and opportunities we are facing in
Visalia Friends Meeting.

Sunday, May 25 (4" Sunday); Wednesday, May 28:

Unit 1: Roots: A Look at the Evolution of Quaker Faith and Practice
Basic Reading: FP, pp. 1-18, pp. 254-255

Sunday, June 15; Wednesday, June 18:

Unit 2: Unprogramed Worship: A Look at How We Spend Our Hour Together
Basic Reading: FP, pp .25-30, 33-37, 58-63, 95

Sunday, July 27 (4™ Sunday); Wednesday, July 30:

Unit 3: Living Our Faith, Part I: The Testimonies of INTEGRITY, UNITY, EQUALITY,
SIMPLICITY, and COMMUNITY

Basic Reading: FP, pp. 37-42, 84-90
Sunday, August 17; Wednesday, August 20:

Unit 4: Living Our Faith, Part II: The Testimonies of PEACE and HARMONY WITH
NATURE

Basic Reading: FP, pp. 43-46, 90-95

Sunday, September 21, Wednesday, September 24:

Unit 5: Are Quakers Christians?: A Discussion of a Controversial Theological Issue
Basic Reading: FP, pp. 18-24, 81-83

Sunday, October 26 (4™ Sunday); Wednesday, October 29:

Unit 6: Making Decisions: A Close Look at Meeting for Worship for the Occasion of Business
Basic Reading: FP, pp. 31-33, 99-102

Each participant should have a copy of the PYM Faith and Practice from which passages will be
assigned. Along the way other texts will be identified for those wanting something more
comprehensive.

I’ve found the best way to learn something is to have curiosity; therefore, the beginning
of study should be a question (or query as we Friends like to say). I will provide a few questions,
but each of us should pose our own.






