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harmony with creation

It would go a long way to caution and direct people in their use of the world, that they were
better studied and knowing in the Creation of it. For how could [they] find the confidence to
abuse it, while they should see the Great Creator stare them in the face, in all and every part

thereof?

william penn, some fruits of solitude, 1693

God is revealed in all Creation. We humans belong to the whole interdependent community of
life on earth. Rejoice in the beauty, complexity, and mystery of creation, with gratitude to be part
of its unfolding. Take time to learn how this community of life is organized and how it interacts.
Live according to principles of right relationship and right action within this larger whole.

Be aware of the influence humans have on the health and viability of life on earth. Call attention
to what fosters or harms earth’s exquisite beauty, balances and interdependencies. Guided by
Spirit, work to translate this understanding into ways of living that reflect our responsibility to
one another, to the greater community of life, and to future generations.

e Inwhat ways do | express gratitude for the wondrous expressions of life on Earth?

» Do I consider the damage | might do to the Earth’s vulnerable systems in choices | make
of what I do, what | buy, and how I spend my time?

e In our witness for the global environment, are we careful to consider justice and the well-
being of the world’s poorest people?

e Does our way of life threaten the viability of life on Earth?



Visalia Friends Meeting
Meeting for Business
November 11, 2007

Members and Attenders Present: Bill Lovett, Greg Seastrom, David & Klara East, Graciela Martinez, Bob
& Joy Marshall, Erin Marshall, Ed Brennan, Patti Howard, John and Shirley Dackawich, Jeannie Warner,
Angela Huerta-Reyna, Mark Koenig

The Meeting began in silence.
Klara East, M&O Clerk, began the Meeting in silence

Announcements: Klara reviewed mail. Bob Osak thanked the Meeting for the help with his Mexico
project. News from the Quaker Bolivia Link was given. Mail was available for all to peruse.

Agenda Items

Erin Marshall - Erin spoke about her trip to Japan with People to People - Student Ambassadors for the
coming academic year. She will be visiting Japan for two weeks. She is asking the Meeting for help. The
purpose of the project is to create unity and common understanding between cultures and nations. She
explained various details about the help. The cost is $5700. She is asking the Meeting for financial help.
She will be working and doing other fund raising as well. Individuals can give checks earmarked for
the project to the Meeting. See Bob Marshall.

Quaker Center is offering a Friend’s Clerking and Business Practices in February Bob asked that the
Meeting finance one members’ attendance. There was unity in agreement of this suggestion.

Nominations - Bob reviewed the final nominations that were brought forward last month. There were
some additions and discussion about the Assistant Clerk. There was suggestion that the Clerk of M&O
act as Assistant Clerk in the event of the absence of the clerk. There was unity on all recommendations
and suggestions. Joy commended the nominations committee on their hard work.

M&O

There was no new business from the Ministry and Oversight Committee.

Unity with Nature:

PYM has asked for a report on each Meeting’s activities in reducing greenhouse effects and global
warming.

Budget

Bob reviewed the budget. Bob explained that there would be separation of special project budgets
against regularly budgeted items. There is a surplus in facility income. The budget reflected that
increase. There were some additions and deletions to the donations projects. Bob proposed that the
Meeting donate to the Youth Vision, a local organization supporting post-foster care youth in their
transition out of foster care. There was a proposal also for a donation of $200 to the Sequoia Mediators



organization. Greg Seastrom works with the organization. There is a new focus on youth mediation and
gang problems. This is part of the Samaritan Center. The donation will be earmarked for the
organization. There was approval for these donations.

The Budget and Audit committee welcomes suggestions for supporting other projects as they come
along during the year. The amount for donation for members and active attendees will remain the same
as $360 per person.

Building and Grounds: The Food not Bombs organization had asked if the Meeting House kitchen could
be used for cooking meals for the homeless. There was a sense of awkwardness in scheduling around
various commitments for the facility. The Meeting rejected the proposal and suggested other sources.

Mark proposed that the Meeting support a speaker visiting the Central Valley in conjunction with the
Unitarian Meeting. The support would be in the form of hospitality and small honorarium. Mark will
contact the Unitarians to confirm theircommitment.

Outreach
Graciela needs volunteers to work on the Billboard

Dick stated that blankets and food are being distributed to the Plainview community.

Nominations

Bob reviewed the nominating committee nominations. The Meeting accepted the nominations for
positions and committees for the 2008 year.

Clerk*: Greg Seastrom

Archivist: Jeannie Warner

Host Coordinator: Joy Marshall

Recording Clerk: David East

Statistical Clerk: Bill Lovett

Treasurer: David Dudley

Asst. Treasurer: Bob Marshall

Trustees*: Beth Lovett, Bob Marshall

Committees:

Ministry & Oversight*: Klara East, Beth Lovett, Bill Lovett, Mark Koenig, Greg Seastrom
Audit & Budget: Ed Brennen, David Dudley, Bob Marshall, Greg Seastrom, Jeannie Warner

Building & Grounds: Bob Marshall, David Dudley, Joanne Dudley, David East, Patti Howard, Dick
Hannigan, Beth Lovett, Bill Lovett, Ben Pena, Greg Seastrom, David Warner, Trudy Wischermann



Children’s Committee: Open
Library: Joy Marshall, Nancy Finney, Greg Seastrom

Outreach: Graciela Martinez, David Chandler, Dick Hannigan, Patti Howard, Bill Lovett, Dina Restivo,
Jessie Snyder, Lisa Bileck

Unity with Nature: Klara East, Joanne Dudley, Dick Hannigan, Patti Howard, Graciela Martinez, Olga
McAllister

*These positions require Meeting Membership



