SEPTEMBER 2008 NEWSLETTER
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN FRIENDS M EETING

Urbana-Champaign Friends Meeting ! 1904 E Main Street, Urbana, IL 61802 ! (217) 328-5853 | www.quaker.org/urbana

Query for Ninth Month 2008: Are you careful not to possess any idea too firmly knowing that
another may draw you closer to the truth?

STANDING CALENDAR

Weekly
¥ Meeting for Worship. First Days, 10:30 am. Children are invited to the first fifteen minutes of the
Meeting for Worship, and then they may stay in silent worship or join First Day School at 10:45.
Informal child-care during the summer and on 2™ and 4 Sundays throughout the year. Formal lessons
on 1*, 3 and 5™ Sundays during the school year.
¥ Thursday Nights at the Meetinghouse. Each Thursday a group of Friends gathers to share spiritual
nurturing. All are welcome for as many or few Thursdays as Friends can attend.
Monthly
¥ 1% First Day: Potluck after Meeting for Worship
¥ 2" First Day: Reading of the Monthly Query
¥ 2" First Day: Sandwich making for the Catholic Worker House homeless shelter during and after
Meeting
¥ 3" First Day: Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business at 12:15

¥ 4" First Day: Singing at 10:00 am

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: SEPTEMBER 2008

(For details, See the Event Announcements on Page 2)
S-7 Paul Buckley visit
10 Channing-Murray Foundation workshop
11 Thursday Night Series: Silent Worship
14 Meeting discussion about child safety
15 Fifth annual Friendship Dinner
18 Thursday Night Series: When We Seek, We Experience Finding
25 Thursday Night Series: Three Friends' Journeys to Simplicity

The Religious Society of Friends is financially sustained by voluntary contributions. To make a donation, you
may send it to 1904 E Main St, Urbana, IL 61802. Please make checks out to the U-C Friends Meeting.

Clerk: Sandy Bales, sbales@uiuc.edu, 367-5784 To share information for the newsletter,
Asst. Clerk: Deborah Jadhav, dsjadhav@insightbb.com, 778-8409 please contact Andrea Bretl. If you no
Treasurer: Gretchen Hoenes, gretchen@paperhat.org, 344-1224 longer wish to receive this newsletter,
Newsletter: Andrea Bretl, wolfe.andrea@gmail.com, 344-2330 or would rather receive it by email,

Address List: Sharon Haworth, shaworth@sbcglobal.net, 384-9591 please contact Sharon Haworth.
Website: Peter Lasersohn, lasersohn@sbcglobal.net, 384-9591
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PERSONAL NEWS AND PRAYER REQUESTS

Please hold in the Light Paul and Beth Schoberndtwo Friends from Bloomington-Normal. The
couple has recently traveled to Rochester, MN where Paul is undergoing testing and treatment for an
allergy that is preventing him from sleeping, swallowing, or speaking. Paul has been thoroughly poked,
prodded, photographed and inspected. They have found out that things we thought were wrong aren't,
and have found things that are wrong that we didn't know anything about previously. So far, everything
appears to be treatable. Paul and Beth report that they have been overwhelmed by the love and support of
Friends as we have taken this journey.

Carrie Melin has decided to accept a position teaching ESL at the University of Wisconsin at La
Crosse. Scot will be joining her in La Crosse later in the Fall after the end of the biking season. Friends
are welcome to come visit anytime.

Rebecca Plummer Rohlofhas moved to State College, Pennsylvaina. Her contact information is now:
Penn State University, Department of Art Education, State College, PA.

EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Child Safety and Care DiscussionA discussion has begun on the M&O committee about having child
care policies, especially ones for the protection and safety of the children. Sample documents from the
Downers Grove Meeting have been shared during the social hour after worship. The one almost-
universal comment from all those that read the documents was that we need to gather and discuss these
documents and the safety situations they hope to address. There will be a discussion about child safety
at our Meeting after the rise of Meeting on Sunday September 14th, 11:45 am to 12:45 pm. Please look
over the from the Downer's Grove Meeting before the discussion, as they will be a starting point for the
discussion.

Fifth Annual Dialogue and Friendship Dinner. Everyone is invited to the Friendship Dinner organized
by Intercultural Friendship Foundation (IFF). Recognized by the city of Champaign with the 2007
International Humanitarian Award, IFF has been organizing Dialogue and Friendship Dinners during the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan for the past four years. We have been inviting administrators, faculty,
religious leaders, community leaders, politicians and businessmen from diverse backgrounds to this
event as a means to encourage interfaith dialogue and raise cross-cultural understanding within the
Champaign-Urbana community. We are expecting a welcoming and very friendly atmosphere, and we
would be pleased to see you among us on September 24, 2008, Wednesday at 7:00 pm at the Alice
Campbell Alumni Center. Please RSVP by either emailing iffuiuc@gmail.com or calling (217) 819-8107
along with your mailing address, dietary choice (vegetarian, non-vegetarian, kosher, halal, etc.) and the
number of guests in your party by September 15, 2008.

Paul Buckley Visit. Paul Buckley is the Illinois Yearly Meeting (IYM) Field Secretary, and will be
leading several sessions related to your meeting's theme of "Seeking—and Finding—the Light." In
consultation with some of your members, we decided to concentrate on seeking and finding as a
community. In particular, looking at how we come to decisions and act communally.

The traditional way of describing what is done in Quaker business meetings is that we are
seeking the will of God. For some, this wording creates difficulties. Other ways to describe business
meeting are that it is a way for us to respond to the Light's corporate guidance and that it is how we
practice being an intentional and faithful community. When it is done well, business meeting can be an
important way for Friends to come to know each other in that which is eternal and to build community.

As a starting point, it seemed important that we have a common language to talk about what
goes on in business meeting — or at least know what dialects we speak and learn to understand each other
better. Too often, Friends can unintentionally hurt each other by using words that carry a different
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meaning for others. We thought that worship sharing might be a good way to begin that work. Here is
the schedule:

September 5. On Friday evening from 7PM to 9PM, we will gather to explore our ways of
talking about the divine. Since not everyone is familiar with worship sharing (and also since there are
several different ways of doing worship sharing), we will begin with a brief description of that spiritual
practice. This will be followed by practicing worship sharing using the opening question, "What are your
usual ways of naming and talking about the divine?" We will seek to deepen our understanding of each
other in a second round of worship sharing on "How some words about the divine have hurt me in the
past."

September 6. On Saturday morning from 10AM to 12noon, we will meet again. The goal of this
session will be to better understand each other's way of describing what happens when we do business
together. Again, we will open with a brief description of worship sharing (because some of the people
won't have been able to come on Friday). To bring newcomers up to speed and to add to our work from
Friday, we will then collect any more names for the divine and allow time for people to share their
feelings related to them. We will then move into worship sharing starting with the question, "Does God /
Spirit / the divine care what we do?" If we have time, we will also consider the question, "Can we come
to know what is desired of us?"

September 7. On Sunday morning before meeting from 9AM to 10:15, we will have an
opportunity for less structured time together. First, those who came on Friday or Saturday will have a
chance to share any additional thoughts, ask questions, and wrap up loose ends. Then we can take time
for a wider discussion on what people see as needs in the meeting — in particular, those that [ might be
able to help with.

Channing-Murray Foundation Workshop . On Wednesday, Sept. 10" at 7:15 pm a workshop entitled
Theater of the Oppressor will be held with Elizabeth Simpson. Based on the work of Augusto Boal, in
this workshop we will engage in participatory theater designed to explore our role in oppressions

of everyday life. We will use exercises and techniques to brainstorm solutions and rehearse practical
responses. Participants will leave the workshop with hands-on tactics to use in their lives and a deeper
understanding of the complexity of such issues. The topics we address will be based on the life
experiences of the group, e.g. ability, race, class, gender, orientation, and adultism. Elizabeth Simpson is
a Group Dynamics Specialist and Consultant & Trainer for Do Good Consulting in Urbana, IL. Her
work focuses on power dynamics, and how individuals can act to address them. In her presentations, she
makes a point to have participatory/popular education formats, not lectures, and focuses on current
events relevant to everyday life.

Thursday Night Series The fall series on Thursday Nights at the Mittenthals' house (605 West Oregon,
Urbana) will meet at 7:00. The theme of the series is "Seeking and Finding the Light." The format for
these sessions will be three Friends, each speaking for 8-10 minutes apiece about the topic of the
evening, followed by worship-sharing on the same query the speakers have been answering, followed by
30 minutes of silent worship. This is a chance to learn about some of the diversity of points of view in
our meeting, and to come to know one another in that which is Eternal. Here are the topics and speakers
for the fall series. Note that only the topics, and not the speakers, are listed for the sessions at holiday
time. Stay tuned to learn who will be invited to speak for those sessions!

September 11. Silent Worship: Why do I seek in the silence? What is it I seek? How do I seek?
Speakers: Paul Healey, Mariellen Gilpin, Tom Day

September 18. When We Seek, We Experience Finding. What have I found in my journey so
far? Speakers: Paul Healey, Mariellen Gilpin, Tom Day

September 25. Three Friends' Journeys to Simplicity. What are our quandaries about Simplicity
in our personal lives? Speakers: Sandy Bales, Jacqueline Hannah, Laura Larkin.

October 2. Three Friends' Journeys to Peace. What are our quandaries about the Peace
Testimony in our personal lives? Speakers: Paul Healey, Don Chenoweth, and Charlotte Green.
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ACTIVIT Y REPORTS

PostQuad Day Potluck(from Andrea Bretl). On Saturday August 30™ some of the young adult friends
(Chris Hansen, John Holm, Mark Pouy, Tim and Andrea Bretl, and Mariellen Gilpin) gathered for lunch
with two student seekers for a potluck lunch. We had a nice time — the food and conversation were both
excellent. Many thanks to Chris Hansen for organizing.

Labor Day Parade (from Barbara Kessel). From my spot inside a big red truck for Jobs with Justice, I
saw Bobbi Trist on her bicycle with a sign saying "Proud Daughter of Immigrant Parents." The truck I
was riding in had a sign saying "Health Care for All" and another reading, "Stop Corporate Greed." I saw
the Hoenes/Haas clan and Michael and Eli on the sidelines waving. Michael told me that he saw Brenda
and her kids. At the end there were free hot dogs, chips and pop. I was told by the driver of my truck that
it was twice the participation as last year, mostly unions.

First Day School Campout(from Laura Larkin). The First Day School Campout was a great success.
There were 32 participants (8 families and 3 individuals). The evening started with tour of naturalist Bob
Vaiden's backyard (a nearby neighbor) - he gave us info on native plants and pre-settlement life in
Urbana. Once the sun set, the kids played with glow sticks and we had a fire in a fire pit, roasted
marshmallows and made s'mores. Music was played and stories shared around the fire. As we all settled
into sleep, we noticed the sounds of traffic and some bright lights in the area. Most awoke slowly the
next morning then all had a delicious breakfast of pancakes, fruit, bacon, juice, milk, cereal. There was
lots of downtime between breakfast and Meeting for Worship - lots of play while the adults packed up
tents and sleeping bags.

Intergenerational Meeting (from Laura Larkin). After silence, the intergenerational Meeting begain
with a reading of an excerpt from poem "Upstream" by Mary Oliver: “Teach the children. We don't
matter so much, but the children do. Teach them the taste of sassafras and wintergreen. Give them
peppermint to put in their pockets as they go to school. Give them the fields and the woods and the
possibility of the world salvaged from the lords of profit. Stand them in the stream, head them upstream,
rejoice as they learn to love this green space they live in, its sticks and leaves and then the silent,
beautiful blossoms. Attention is the beginning of devotion.” That poem beautifully expresses what we
have tried to help the children with this summer during First Day School - we've tried to provide various
ways to more intimately know the environment around the Meetinghouse with the hope that more
intimate knowledge will lead them to comfort, love, and careful stewardship of this space (and ultimately
our big, beautiful world).

Using prompts and questions, we then asked everyone to gather in four smaller groups and write
poems either together or individually. We also passed around the nature journal that was compiled of all
the children's First Day summer activities (prints, photos, drawings, stories) to give the adults a chance
to see what the kids have been experiencing. Near the end of meeting, the poems were hung on tree
branches outside to create our own group "Poe-tree".

Activities? Did you go to a talk, workshop, or event related to Meeting or Friendly concerns? Please
share your experience with Friends by submitting a short summary to the newsletter. For submissions
contact Andrea Bretl at wolfe.andrea@gmail.com or 344-2330.

NOTICES

ILYM Yahoo Group (from Elke Narkieqicz, ILYM RE Committee Clerk). The Illinois Yearly Meeting
(ILYM) Religious Education Committee has set up a Yahoo Group for Friends wishing to share and post
information about religious education. It is also a place for asking questions, and asking for help and
ideas with religious education programs & lessons. In order to participate, first look up "Yahoo Groups"
and then search "iymreconnections". Sign in to join and please encourage Friends in your meeting
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involved in RE to do the same. RE Committee will soon start beefing up the site with resources to use
and share. Please contribute to it too, so Friends can learn and benefit from your ideas!

Study of Prayer, Marriage and Family. Professor Paul Giblin is a professor of pastoral studies and
pastoral counseling at Loyola University Chicago. Professor Giblin is launching an online survey
exploring prayer practice in marriage and family life. Almost no such research exists and he is very
interested on the Quaker perspective. Besides praying in church or temple and at meals, how, when,
where, and why do couples pray? Do partners pray together? Do they have similar or different ways of
praying? Is marriage and family life part of their prayer life? Does prayer change over the course of
marriage and family life? These and other questions will be explored in an online, confidential study
conducted by Dr. Paul Giblin, Associate Professor of Pastoral Counseling at Loyola University Chicago.
Please consider reflecting on and writing about your prayer experience in this study. Contact Dr. Giblin
at either 312-915-7483 or pgibli@luc.edu if you are willing to participate and/or have questions.

Green Tips (excerpted from information from the Union of Concerned Scientists provided by Jay
Mittenthal). Did you know that by transporting firewood you may unintentionally spread invasive
insects and diseases that can destroy trees and reshape entire forests? State and federal quarantines
attempt to prevent such damage by prohibiting firewood transport into or out of certain areas, or limiting
transport to a specified radius. Examples of invasive species that can travel in firewood include:
¥ The emerald ash borer, a beetle from Asia that kills American ash trees within one to four years of
infestation. It is spreading throughout the Midwest and some southern and mid-Atlantic states, but
has also shown up at campgrounds outside of these regions.
¥ The Asian longhorned beetle, whose larvae kill mature trees by feeding on the heartwood and
inhibiting the trees' vascular system. It has been found in Illinois, New Jersey, and New York, and
poses a tremendous threat if it spreads.
¥ Sirex noctilig a wood-boring wasp that can kill trees (mainly pine) in a matter of months by
injecting a fungus into the wood to feed its larvae. An adult wasp can carry the fungus as far as
100 miles. It has been found in Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania, and Vermont.
¥ Sudden oak death, a forest disease caused by the fungus Phytophthora ramorugnwhich has
affected several tree species in California and Oregon.

While each of these infestations is currently limited to specific regions, this is a national problem.
Therefore, in addition to following whatever quarantines or regulations are in place, be sure to adopt the
practices listed below when using firewood. Because the pests described here can survive cold
temperatures, these tips apply throughout the year:
¥ Purchase locally harvested firewood at your destination rather than bringing any with you. This
has the added benefits of saving you money through increased fuel economy and reducing the
amount of pollution generated in delivering firewood to retail outlets.
¥ If you must transport look for a USDA label that certifies the wood is safe to move.
¥ Lumber that has been processed for building material ("two-by-fours," for example) is safe to
move and burn because the bark has been removed and the wood has been dried. Lumber that has
been stored outside, however, or wooden packing materials such as pallets, skids, or crates may
harbor pests and should not be transported. Pressure-treated wood and particleboard should also be
avoided because they can release harmful fumes when burned.
¥ Burn transported firewood as soon as possible.
¥  Let others know about this issue.

VOLUNTEER AND DONATION REQUESTS

Clear Creek Challenge The Clear Creek Friends are very excited about the proposed new buildings at
Clear Creek. It is such a wonderful opportunity for ILYM Friends to create accessible meeting, eating
and sleeping spaces. At the 2008 Annual Session of Illinois Yearly Meeting, Clear Creek announced its
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own pledge of $50,000 toward the building effort. We are so excited about the new buildings that we
have decided to help make your contributions go twice as far in making the new buildings a reality. In
addition to its own outright gift, Clear Creek announced a $20,000 pledge to be used to match donations
up to $1000 received from individuals. What a great way to make your generous donations go even
further! These contributions, including the matching funds, will be used for "bricks and mortar," - actual
construction costs for erecting the new buildings.

Here's how it works:

* Individuals donate any amount up to $1000 to Illinois Yearly Meeting, designating the contribution
to the "Clear Creek Challenge." Larger donations are, of course, cheerfully accepted but only the first
$1000 will be matched by Clear Creek.

* Donations are made payable to Illinois Yearly Meeting and sent to co-treasurer Dawn Amos, 310
Union Grove Road, Carbondale IL 62903 by March 1, 2009.

+ Dawn sends you a receipt for your contribution. Remember that ILYM is a tax-exempt church under
501 (c)3 and your contributions are tax deductible.

* On March 1, 2009, Dawn adds up the challenge contributions and Clear Creek donates an equal
amount to the fund, not to exceed $20,000. Suddenly the fund has at least $40,000!

For Clear Creek Friends, the Illinois Yearly Meetinghouse and grounds are "home." We enjoy sharing
the ILYM site with others and look forward to the increased number of people who will visit there
because of the new buildings. We are enthusiastic about this project and hope that you do whatever you
can to support the effort to make the dream a reality.

Hospital in South Africa (excerpted from an email from Jacqueline Hannah). South Africa has a
terrible problem with losing those of their native sons and daughters that receive any education - there
are not enough doctors to go around, pretty much as soon as a South African gets an advanced degree,
they immigrate elsewhere. Thomas and Jenna [Jacqueline’s sister-in-law and her husband] have made a
life-long commitment to staying in South Africa and serving the poorest neighborhoods within it, doing
everything within their power to bring medical care to these neighborhoods.

Thomas heads up the Department of Medicine at one of the largest hospitals in South Africa,
which serves one of the very poorest parts of Cape Town. Jooste Hospital serves a community of about
1.3 million people but has only a single, and rather old, ultrasound machine to perform the basic
diagnostic services that are necessary for the hospital to function properly. That machine is now about to
fail any day and the hospital is unable to afford a new machine. Thomas is trying to find 1000 people all
over the world to donate just $30 each to make it possible for the hospital to replace this most critical
piece of diagnostic equipment.

Michael and I have made a personal pledge to find 10 people in our community to donate $30.
We are donating our $30, so that's 9 people to go. If you feel moved to help and are able, please let me
know as soon as you carl.can personally vouch that the money will get to the hospital and every cent
of it will be spent making sure this desperate need of a very poor community is met. Raising this kind of
money, $30,000, sounds impossible to Thomas' staff, they think no one would care enough about their
poor community to give them that kind of help. It will mean not only life to those in need of medical
help in Cape Town, but a rejuvenation of hope and faith for the entire medical staff.

EXCERPT FROM URBANA -CHAMPAIGN FRIENDS MEETING HANDBOOK OF
MEETING PROCEDURES

The UrbanaChampaign Friends Meeting handbook is intended as a handy reference for answers to
guestions about Meeting. It is a codification of procedures so those new to the Meeting can understand
how it works, and so others can recallgfies. The handbook is not intended as a guide to the

foundations of our faith and practice. For those foundations, readers should consult the sections approved
for llinois Yearly MeetingOBaith and Practiceotherwise, consult a recent edition of IRtielphia

Yearly MeetingOBaith and Practice Throughout the year we will excerpt sections of this manual. Full

text of the handbook is posted on the Meeting websitgwaiv.quaker.org/urbana
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Committees

Advancement

The Advancement Committee works to build the Meeting's membership, the Meeting's sense of
community, and our groundedness in Quaker beliefs and practices. Activities under AdvancementOs care
include: Quad Day, Meeting parties, program plandardBlue River Quarterly (in spring of oed

numbered years), and (in consultation with Ministry and Oversight and Religious Education for Adults)
meetings to inform people about Quakerism, retreats/miniretreats, and workshops. Advancement may
also arrangéor overnight hospitality for out of town guests, order and display appropriate informative
pamphlets for Quad Day and the table in the front hall, arrange for newspaper ads and displays of photos
of Meeting attenders.

Blue River Quarterly Advancementooperates with previous participants in BRQ to plan BRQ. This

ad hoccommittee organizes a sandwich lunch and simple supper on Saturday, and a potluck lunch on
Sunday, when BRQ is held at the meetinghodBRQ is held at a camp, the committee aremtpr

someone to act as registrar, and works with the camp to provide appropriate food and lodging. The
committee also arranges adult program for BRQ, coordinating with Religious Education for the care of
children during BRQ.

Building and Grounds

The Building and Grounds Committee recommends measures aimed at maintaining and improving space
for activities and worship by members of the Urb&@temmpaign Friends Meeting. The Building and
Grounds Committee estimates maintenance and planning costs ofdtiegheuse and makes

projections of property improvement costs. The Committee's goal is to recommend choice€ that U
Meeting can afford. The committee oversees maintaining the Meeting's property on east Main St. and
organizes workdays as needed for Nitegimembers and attenders.

MONTHLY MEETING WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS
EIGHTH MONTH 2008

Mariellen Gilpin, Ann Lowry, Ann Donavon, Peter Lasersohn, Jay Mittenthal, Peggy Boyer Long,
Gretchen Hoenes, Sandy Bales (clerking) and Sharon Haworth (recording) were present.

Meeting opened with silence.

Minute 1: We would like to ask Elke Narkiewicz, our ILYM Religious Education representative to
come visit to discuss the survey the committee did last year and the FGC Conference on Religious
Education. Sandy will contact Elke to ask about dates and times. Mariellen suggested a 4™ weekend of a
month when less is happening.

Minute 2: The Query for the month is: Are you careful not to possess any idea too firmly knowing that
another may draw you closer to the truth?

Minute 3: Sandy reported for Building and Grounds. On 8/6/08 the batteries in three emergency lights
were replaced by the Al serviceman.

Minute 4: Jay reported for the Peace and Service committee. The AFSC billboard sign is now down and
Peace & Service asks if we want to display it on our meetinghouse grounds. The sign is a large vinyl-
wrapped sheet, 10°x30°. Peter asked if this was legal. Peace & Service will check into it, and is also
looking into other ways and places to display it. Meeting agrees that our grounds would not be an ideal
location, but that if no other locations are available and if it is legal we approve displaying it here.



Urbana-Champaign Friend Meeting Newsletter Page8 of 8

Minute 5: Gretchen presented the Treasurer’s report. We are holding steady with fundraising and
meeting our goals.

Minute 6: The Religious Education committee would like to request permission to buy and mount a
bulletin board to display things the children have made or that have been made during family worship.
There is currently no adequate space to display their handiwork. Friends approve Laura Larkin
researching and purchasing a bulletin board and mounting it in the space on the east wall of the RE wing
close to the library where the landscape plan now hangs. The landscape plan will be moved to the east
wall next to the exit door. The money will come out of the RE budget.

Minute 7: Mariellen presented the Advancement Committee report. Paul Buckley will be here
September 5-7 to lead several sessions related the theme “Seeking—and Finding—the Light.”

Advancement Committee recommends that we approve inviting a team of two FGC representatives to
present a day-long outreach and advancement workshop here, so that we can inform ourselves about an
effort called Quaker Quest. Mariellen has sent out a feeler email and received 7 responses from
interested people including one from Springfield Worship Group and one from Bloomington Meeting.
FGC helps with the funding of advertising for this event. We would be responsible for paying for the
travel expenses. Friends approve Mariellen contacting FGC to plan this workshop.

Meeting closed with silence.

Urbana-Champaign Friends Meeting
1904 E Main St.
Urbana, IL 61802



