[image: image15.jpg]



[image: image2]
[image: image3.png]ALGERIA !

WESTERN |
‘SaHARA

ooyt N
Fne, ) WORY

aERRALEOHE ¢ ]

i onnghoon]
usenin-/ b




[image: image1.png]



[image: image4]
The Society of Friends, Quakers, originated in England during the 17th Century and grew during the turmoil of the 17th Century. During its early stages in 1652, Quakers founder - George Fox, traveled throughout England preaching. He went through Westmoreland and Lancashire, attracting converts who went out to denounce what they saw as social and spiritual compromise and called individuals to an inward experience of God in spite of schism and persecution 

Fox’s followers or the Disciples of Light, as they were first known, set forth in their experimental approach in denouncing outward ceremonies, elaborate edifices, formal reading, music, stained glass windows, acted as crutches that might interfere with the direct experience.

One of these experiences, among many others was the abolition of slave trade which by the beginning of the 19th century had assumed gigantic proportions to become the largest human migration to date. Friends initiated a stand to refuse to own slaves and fought for the abolition of the slave trade from either side of the Atlantic. In Britain, the group targeted aristocrats by appealing to the rich who were able to influence the congress and the courts. The famous Lord Chief Justice Mansfield crowned their efforts by ruling in 1772 that slavery in England was illegal.

In America, where the federal state was seen as one with a loose democracy, the problem was, however, quite different. One of the most prominent advocates in the movement was New Jersey’s Benjamin Londy (1798 – 1839). As a journalist, Londy initiated a call for the immediate and unconditional emancipation. He organised anti-slavery parties whenever he found support. He linked up with the non-Quaker radical known as William Lloyd Garrison, a devoted campaigner against inhumane activities.

Having suffered from imprisonment, Garrison returned to Baltimore and continued to campaign in the National Enquirer and the Liberator - later referred to as the Pennsylvania Freeman and Garrison’s Protégé.  In 1838, a Quaker poet - John Whittier, became an editor and it was in his time that the anti-slavery headquarters was attacked and burned by a mob during a meeting proceeding. This led to a split in the anti-slavery movement with one side loyal to Whittier ruling out women’s right and the use of physical force. The other side took to the radical reformist, Garrison.
The arrival of Lucretia Mott (1793 – 1880), a Quaker abolitionist and a member of the Philadelphia Female Anti-slavery Society, brought about the end of the struggle between the two groups. Mott left for the United States due to the London charter and attitude towards her,

because of her gender and the fact that she was a Hicksite Quaker. In America, Lucretia’s contribution builds upon that of Levi Coffin, a merchant by profession and a Quaker. Levi’s approach was a law breaking one, in that it allowed slaves to escape, defying the Fugitive Law which forbade slaves from running away. Levi provided shelter and hospitality for escaped slaves. He and his wife helped more than two thousand slaves to safety during the Underground Railroad escape. 

Owing to most of those efforts, the trade in slaves was eventually abolished. However, there were clearly conflicting motives and confusing signals in the abolitionist era. Following the abolition of the slave trade, a settlement was established on the Sierra Leone Peninsula for the thousands of former African slaves repatriated from England and North America. It is worth noting that earlier, over 4 million slaves were exported from this region in the 17th - 18th  century, of which 35% came from the Bight of Benin.  Twenty four percent came from the Bight of Biafra, reflecting the rise in the emergence of warlords in the interior.  A further 24% came from the Gold Coast as a result of the Akan civil wars.  The remaining 17% came from the long coastline running up to Sierra Leone.  These were taken in wars, from raiding, kidnapping, judicial conviction, defaults on pawn ships and religiously sanctioned enslavement. This settlement, which was established under British control, was named Freetown. In January 1808 the British government support for the territory of the freed slaves culminated in Freetown becoming a British colony, marking the beginning of colonial rule in Sierra Leone. 
After the Second World War in 1945 the British government apparently felt the need to lighten its burden of colonial rule and this brought about a relaxation of the colonial policy. A new constitution was drawn for Sierra Leone in 1951, under which local politicians were to form a majority in the Executive and Legislative Councils and which brought the Colony and the Protectorate together. In 1952, all British officials except the governor left the Executive Council and full self-government followed in 1960. On April 27, 1961, Sierra Leone formally gained its political independence from Great Britain. After gaining its political independence from Great Britain in 1961, the political arena in Sierra Leone became marked by dissension and tribal rivalries. In 1978, the All People Congress (APC) introduced a one-party constitution; the country entered a period of relative political stability that lasted until early 1990s. However, the following year the cracks began to show, beginning with the economy, which continued to trail along a rocky road.
The tinder for the conflict began to gather under the Momoh regime, (successor to Siaka Stevens). At this period the government stopped paying salaries, notably to its schoolteachers and military. Structures of authority disintegrated; unemployed youth wandered the streets of Freetown and the interior, and took to drugs and petty crime; and soldiers turned to brigandage. Disaffected soldiers were the political entrepreneurs who took the match to the tinder. The actual outbreak of the Sierra Leone conflict began as an offshoot of the Liberian civil war and evolved into a full-fledged internal conflict over power and resources with heavy regional undertones. At this stage it became a total irony for Sierra Leone, especially Freetown to become a candidate for state collapse, taking into consideration that it was founded as a colony in 1787 for the freed, and built with the blood and sweat by people that includes the members of the Religious Society of Friends, Quakers, who we now represent. 

Retrospectively, I wonder what the earlier slave settlers would think if they knew of the situation their utopia is in, some of these having left the United States after fighting in the American war of independence but having the desire to own their own land, till it, and be their own boss went to Nova Scotia in Canada and some to Jamaica but decided to return to the land of their fore-fathers only for it to end up being a “den of lions”. The second unfortunate scenario is that in the midst of all the fighting and killings in the first chapter of the conflict, Freetown worth its name, in a rather unfortunate circumstance by remaining relatively unscaved. As concerned people cried to the international community for assistance against the killing in the interior, those cries went unheard by the USA and even United Kingdom whose effort was trickle and in most cases, irrelevant. Upon reflection, it makes me cry to remember  the brave roles our forefather played, in building nations and in fighting, especially for the independence that now makes the United States and the United Kingdom a great nation. 
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On arrival in the United Kingdom from Kenya where I was mandated to start the West Africa Quaker Peace Network, I went straight into action in making sure that what was discussed there remained not just rhetoric but rather a strategy for action. Unlike the other parts of Africa where there are already Quaker infrastructures, infrastructures of that sort in West Africa are few and far between. My strongest challenge was the fact that I am station in the UK and not in West Africa. However, being a Sierra Leonean and having worked there, and also in Ghana, Liberia and Nigeria, I think makes me more of an asset than a liability.   

My initial strategy for action includes starting from the policy level to establishing the communication networks, which is in fact our goal. The reason for this is that without unambiguous theoretical guidance projects do run the risk of pursuing conflicting goals. This I hope will provide the boundaries within which we can act, for controlling activity, ensuring accountability, or as a safeguard from possible criticism. Further, to be able to effectively establish a communication network, it is indispensable to establish a sound capacity for action. This capacity it was decided would be situated in our research units in Bradford and in all the various countries in West Africa.   From Bradford we hope to operate our website which will connect the various groups and individuals in West Africa to organizations and individuals in the UK that are interested in conflict prevention ideals. 

We have so far been approached by organizations and especially the meetinghouses and research centers in the UK.  So far we have been invited by Peace Direct, a UK based charity, to a conference on the 19th November 2004, the American Friend Service Committee Peace with Justice Educational Tour, and the African Youth Initiative Network.  

Second to funding is getting the legitimacy to operate. An effective charitable organization or network as we may call ourselves depends on securing adequate resources. In many cases this depends on effective fund-raising. For us to meet what seems a small fund to start our operation, we need to have trustees to manage and control fund-raising effectively, efficiently, and economically. We have so far identified people who may act as such. Further, the charity needs to have charity status; otherwise it will be operating illegally (Charity Commission, 1993). Getting Trustees, Governors and compiling the governing document, which are part of the criteria listed, can be easily met. Our only dilemma is affording the registration fee, which unfortunately we can’t raise in the UK since we have not registered yet.  

Our approach is a deliberate and direct response to an overwhelming consensus from our questionnaire. Even as much as this may differ from the general approach of the whole network, we do hope that they would understand that every human being is "special", different, "one of a kind, sui generis, unique". Indeed, no two individuals are identical. The same can be said of every other country and as we are into the business of preventing conflict, it is imperative that we avoid adopting a “one size fits all” approach to address the broad diversity of cases. Although conceptual threads link our various networks and countries, the approach to dealing with each must be tailored to each case.
[image: image9.png]



[image: image10.jpg]


             
[image: image11.jpg]


                                                        [image: image6.jpg]



[image: image12.jpg]N i\*‘u ackuial 1sems s } C(ms\'q \’u\'u%l \Sovnocs H .
L Ho ol o B i
| Sl | = g
S 3 Fald ! 0 g
Hom (e (0 o R ey Cama
| | |C Q % C L l H . ;
4 | (-p W y
( /m’»LYNV(] 1 L ! \/\
!

Struchual C Hg CH U/\a\(“ (





T

he conflict that ripped Sierra Leone apart did not just appear over night. It was expected, given the conditions and factors that bred the abhorrent violence. What were basically not in existence were the institutions through which those grievances could have been prevented. People were not allowed to state their grievances and with any word said against the government been referred to as careless talk and punished with jail sentence.  Such was the situation in Sierra Leone before the conflict and in fact it got so worse that in 1984 the government the only radio station the country had. The state then as a result went through the following: lack of reliable civil and judicial institutions, Political corruption, lack of transparency, creditors’ panic, inefficiency, a corrupt national bourgeoisie, etc. A one party constitution was introduced and it, the country entered a period of relative political stability that lasted until the early the 1990s; during this period most of the basic infrastructures were reconstructed.
However, with the outbreak of conflict in Sierra Leone a major physical damage was done on the country’s infrastructure including the communication structures (telephone, postal, print media, etc).  Even before the outbreak conflict in 1991, the cost of communication in Sierra Leone was so high and not easily accessible by majority of people. This did not include the fact that mobile phones became only available only in the late 1990s and Internet communications was not available until the early 2000. This situation was further exacerbated during the eleven years rebel war, which caused physical damage to communication infrastructures. The cost of communication and the fact that it is limited and often unreliable had particularly affected University students and limit their capacity to carry out meaningful research. 
The effect was further more drastic on the physic of the whole nation which was by then trapped within an anachronistic and myopic view of how society can be run in the 20th century. During his field research trip to Sierra Leone, Mr Abdul Kamara of the University of Bradford noticed this situation as a serious challenge and decided to work out a project that will enhance communication in the Brookfield community, west of Freetown. Thus in April 2005, Mr Kamara brought together Quaker Friends in Freetown and other stakeholders in the community to launch the project which aim was to target this disease within the nation, create an awareness by providing the forum where individuals working towards conflict prevention can be connected to and learn from how conflict are being solved in other part of the world. The result of this was the Quaker Prevention Network Communication Centre, opened on 2ND May 2005. The Office is situated at 16 Bailey, Brookfield, Freetown. The centre has the following facilities:

· Internet Connection

· Five (5) Dell computers

· One (1) Photocopier

· One (1) Scanner machine

· One (1) Printer machine

· One (1) Fax machine

· Telephone line—(232) 22 241650

Since its establishment, the centre has been an important meeting place for research and strategic planning with Quaker Friends in Freetown. It has enable Friends as well as community people to communicate effectively. Also University students were given the opportunity to carry out research at a minimum cost. The centre also organizes and funds outreach activities such as workshops, training and conflict prevention consultative conferences. However unfortunate, because of insufficient funds and time we have not been able to host our site and database which as designed was suppose to host contact details and at the same time embraces all of our work. Our aim was to make it interactive with state of the art technology that will enable a smooth discussion between grass root organizations and agencies in the in the North. The site which we still hope to host in due course will have a page for English, French and Arabic. It shall have a page dedicated to research into conflict issues, current affairs and news about consultation and conferences in the continent and overseas, help and advice into issues such as jobs, HIV/AIDS, and on religious and issues of a social nature.  However, due to the fact that the plan is bold and ambitious, it is going to need finance to start and to sustain it. For that reason there will be a special link for donations 

PROJECT OUTCOMES

To date, the centre has the following outcomes:

· Has been able to fill the communication void in its own small way.

· Empower Freetown Quaker Friends to communicate more effectively.

· Attracted youth in the community in Quaker Prevention Network activities. Many had expressed interest to become members.

· Helped University students carry out research at a very low cost.

· Enhanced skills in computer programs—Microsoft and Internet especially young women in the community.
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Sierra Leone'




                                                                                 Written By: Devoya Mayo
In the early months of 2005 a group of student organizers and scholars embarked upon a U.S Campus Speaking Tour. The tour which was both coordinated as well as sponsored by “The American Friends Service Committee” in partnership with “Jubilee USA Network” was utilized to inform youth and communities across the United States about the “Life Over Debt” campaign. 

The campaign was designed to inform, educate and engage potential advocates to demand 100% cancellation of the debt the worlds poorest countries currently owe the IMF World Bank. 

Two camps of organizers converged upon college campuses, community gatherings and a myriad of other venue’s to give detailed presentations as to why this debt is odious and why it is crucial that we address the situation at once, as countries are failing to meet their basic needs all in an effort to repay said debts.

Literature detailing the finer points of the campaign and its objective can be accessed at www.afc.org. At the closing of this years G8 summit a total of 14 countries were scheduled for immediate cancellation, however in recent weeks it has become apparent that the terms and conditions are once again in jeopardy. Those who have supported the campaign from its inception urge everyone not to give up the fight. There is still much more work at hand and many more people who are willing to help given the opportunity.

Several of those who took part in the organized tour earlier this year are currently working in various ways to inform communities of the importance of “Life Over Debt”.  Organizers such as myself give presentations on the topic and provide assistance in contacting local advocates. Others lobby the U.S. government and continue to hold them accountable for promises yet to be kept. Many activists within the U.S. maintain close relationships with local AFSC offices and aid with hands on support. The campaign and its recent developments continue to keep all those involved working for the independence of Africa.






Mr. Abdul Rahman Kamara is a Sierra Leonean who is currently studying in the University of Bradford, UK. He had conducted two field-trip researches in Liberia on issues of peace and conflict. During these visits, Mr. Kamara was challenged by the stark realities of communications situation in the country. As a researcher he could not have access to Internet and other means of communicating to his supervisors in the UK was not only limited but also very expensive. As a passionate West African, he thought of working out a project, which could help alleviate communications problem with Quaker Friends in Monrovia. Mr. Kamara sighted the example of a similar project in Sierra Leone, which is almost in the same situation as Liberia. 

During the conflict in Liberia serious damaged was done to public facilities and structures including telecommunications. Even to date there is no electricity supply and communication is very expensive. Due to this appalling situation, Mr. Kamara thought it fit to enhance the capacity of the few Quaker Friends Committee he and Nathan Mbullah has established during his field trips. In this way, Mr. Kamara brought together Quaker Friends in Monrovia on the 29th May and opened up the West Africa Quaker Prevention Network Communications Centre. Since its establishment in May, the Centre has been very effective in enhancing the communication of Quaker Friends, students, researchers and grassroots organizations working on the post war reconstruction programs in Monrovia/Liberia. The Centre has also benefited people around its environs who before this time found it difficult to access Internet. It is also a strategic place for youths to get training in computer programs and to communicate with their friends and relatives around the world. Thus in it own little way, the Centre opened by Mr. Kamara has very effective in enhancing the communication void in (please insert community name).
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Nigeria’s Oil Country





The Niger Delta holds sub Saharan Africa’s largest oil deposits. Though exports net billions, frequent spills pollute fisheries, a vital source of food.





Farming





Malawi farmers rely on corn, a crop sensitive to drought, now plaguing the region. Amid fears that global warming may further cut rainfall, scientists are developing corn that needs less water.
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Background Report





By: Idrissa Kamara





(Base Marine former platoon commander for Ruf with Fulla also platoon commander for the Kamajors in consultation)
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QPN Members in Sierra Leone take a break from hard work at the center.





Liberia Report





By: Samuka Parker





�





Members of the Network at Home base
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Participants of The 2005 “Life Over Debt Campaign”








