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Meeting for Worship
Each First Day (Sunday) September 2011
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Query: Do you regularly seek God's guidance? Are you dapeuidance and
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Decatur, GA 30030 support and do you give thanks for them? Do youeshaur spiritual insights with

others and willingly receive from them in turn?
Baltimore Monthly Meeting of Friends, Stony Run

Transforming Service, Living Faith: Introducing Quaker Voluntary Service
By Christina Repoley

Imagine with me a time in the not-so-distant futwteen a young Quaker is graduating from college and
discerning what to do with her life. She knows slamts to make an impact in the world and she krsives
wants to seek opportunities to be transformed tetsegine that she knows many others who havesdon
year of service in a Quaker Voluntary Service (Q¥&nmunity. She knows this means the opportunitiveo
together with others, to work for justice and tfansation in partnership with communities of theedest
needs. She knows that doing a year of service @itB will mean the chance to participate in traisisgd
workshops in nonviolent direct action, anti-racispuaker business process, and vocational discetn@iea
knows that through her QVS placement she will beelationship with the local monthly meeting ordfrils
church, where there will be mentors and friendsuggport her in her year of service. She knowsttir@aQVS
experience is not simply about community serviceiduvather about what Rufus Jones called “propheti
service,” that is, direct engagement with othexd,ddy the Spirit and giving oneself fully. She krsothat others
who have done a year with QVS have gone on to cotmer whole lives to the work of service and jost
and these are people she looks to as models &frtlef person she aspires to be. Imagine a timenwh
Quakers will talk about our service in the worllave will not be referring to something that hapge: 50
years ago or more, but we will be talking aboutitaxg, dynamic work we ourselves are engaged intngpw.
This is the vision that Quaker Voluntary Servicessm the future and that we are laying the growréwo
enact. We believe that it is time for Quakers waien and re-envision our tradition of spirituatigism and
prophetic service.

Several years ago | began to seriously considegulstion of why so many Friends in my )young gdult
age group who grew up in a Meeting are no longeveavith Friends. Certainly that is a problem foany
churches and faith communities, but it seemed gebigsue for us. At the time, | was living in coommty with
some Mennonites my age, and the situation wasdiéigrent for them. Though they had many questiamnd
concerns about their faith, they nevertheless neetacommitted to their faith community, were aciivéheir
local congregation, and were part of a large netwdbiother young Mennonites who were at a simil@npin
their lives. Though there are many complicatedonisal and theological reasons that the senselfofdeatity
for Mennonites and Quakers is different, | foundttbne reason kept coming up. For them, there marey
opportunities to engage in meaningful work as yoMegnonites, work that was firmly rooted in and letpy
part of the overall Mennonite faith and church stinwe. Examples they gave included the fact thatidaite
Voluntary Service MVS(, a program designed formygadults to live together in community and work in
service related internships, as well as Mennonget@l Committee )MCC(, facilitated these kinds of
experiences. Many of them and many in their famiéiad friendship circles had done a year of sewite
MVS, or had spent time overseas with MCC. (CONTENJON NEXT PAGE)
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These experiences were well known and accessifude naost importantly transformative. They served
to firm up)their identities as Mennonites, theingaitment to the church, as well as their convidiabout
social justice and their role in the world.

Where was this kind of experience in my own Qualoenmunity, | asked. | knew that in the past AFSC
workcamps played that kind of role, but they hadrbkaid down and nothing had arisen to fill itsqalaFor
older generations of Quakers, when asked what keasbst important event in their lives, or what badsed
them to become or remain a Quaker, or what hadhgige to their long standing work for justice, Hreswer
was more often than not an AFSC workcamp. Notkiag filling this role for Quakers of my generatiéi.
the time | myself was a recent college graduatkitmpto be of service in the world and live in coommty. It
was extremely challenging to find anything withire tQuaker community that could support me in fhimse
programs that did exist seemed to be small, ofteérdimectly recruiting Quakers, and certainly waot
connected to each other so that it would be eaBgddhem all at once. It was easier to find pesgs like the
Peace Corps, or other non-Quaker programs, like M¥38came convinced that Quakers needed a proiam
would fill this need.

Since 2008, | have been actively working to créataker Voluntary Service, a national network of
programs, projects, and interested individuals wdnoy this concern and vision for opportunities oophetic
and transformational service in an explicitly Quagentext. QVS intends to strengthen and nurtoee t
Religious Society of Friends by providing transfatmanal opportunities for individuals to live th€uakerism
in an experience of direct service and faithful comnity. The QVS volunteers, who may be mostly ypun
adults (though older Friends have expressed iritagasell), will make a commitment to a full yedrservice,
living with other volunteers in a QVS house or coamity. These QVS participants will work in orgartinas
and placements that are consistent with some ofmmst deeply held commitments, such as an immigrnant
refugee rights organization, a project of earthcarenvironmental concerns, an anti-death penatigirozation,
or even a local American Friends Service Committéiee, depending on the region or city to whickytltare
assigned.

QVS is new and young and in formation. | have néekiso clearly led in any endeavor | have been a
part of. There is so much hunger in our Religioasi&y of Friends, and in our travels among Frieasisve
share this vision, it speaks so clearly to thatgeunQVS is excited to explore this vision mordyfwith the
Atlanta Friends Meeting because we hope to lawmuelHirst service house here in Atlanta in the ¢lR012.
We hope this house, if successful, will be the fsmany more in multiple locations. We invite andlcome
your support in prayer, financial contributionsndi, and information. We hope individuals within ARl be
excited by the vision and find ways to get involvéée especially invite you to a forum after worship
Sunday October 30 when the national QVS AdvisorgrBavill be present to share more and listen ta you
ideas and feedback.

For more information, please visit our websitew.quakervoluntaryservice.org, or find us on Facebook. You
can also email me, christina@quakervoluntaryseroiae

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stamps for Peace

Many thanks to those of you who have been faithfsgiving your commemorative postage stamps “focgea
and dropping them in the envelope hanging on tiietbuboard in the Greeting Room. Karen Morrisdethe
stamps to a Meeting in Mattapoisett, MA that stllsm to stamp dealers. The proceeds are then dbtwate
various Quaker organizations like Right Sharing\drld Resources, American Friends Service Committee
Quaker International Aid, Great Lakes (Africa) iaitve, Quaker UN office and so forth. In the yetlrsy have
been doing this, they have raised many tens ofstnawds of dollars for these good works. Keep thassa
coming! Torn or damaged stamps are not usableaneathe common flag stamps, Liberty stamps andnodibp
stamps. All others are great, especially intermatigtamps.
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From John Calvi

by way of Mary Ann Downed

Dear Friends,

| recently gave a plenary on American Torture aatonal Quaker conference. This talk was reabate is
now available. It is an mp3 audio file called To @here There is No Light. | discuss America’s as®rture
and the Quaker Initiative to End Torture's (QUI&)I ¢o end it.

To hear a preview of the talk, go to- www.fgcquatgy/gathering/social-media/john-calvi
<http://www.fgcquaker.org/gathering/social-mediafjecalvi> .

To purchase the whole talk as an mp3 audio fileogo
http://www.quakerbooks.org/to_go_where_there_isligbt.php
<http://www.quakerbooks.org/to_go_where_there_isligbt.php>

Also — here is a link to a radio interview | didJuly on Healing and Torture with Northern Sprédio-

The Little Cabin that Can ----- From Jennifer Thompson with editing by Kathghnson

| didn’t really get just how wonderful the new lilirlg at the Friends’ Ferguson Cabin property isigoi
to be until I was walking up the driveway one ewgnduring a work weekend. | had spent the day npgirt.
Literally. Others were measuring, sawing, weldidgsigning, and hammering. Still others were pickipg
cooking, making cold drinks for thirsty workers daiaking pictures of all the work. | had been seybihat |
had not really stopped and looked at the strucsra whole.

So after taking a break in the embracing watetsa&e Burton, | began to walk slowly back up thevdri
to start pitching in again, and that's when | savAiplace of fellowship, of family, of friends, drcommunion
with nature. Though its footprint is small, wheruy@ombine the two stories the new building will noty
offer heat, and bathrooms with showers, it wilbate the largest there. By Quaker terms, it willike the
Hilton. Best of all, it's in this beautiful areaathwas given with generous love by Dwight Fergusadioving
memory of his wife, Irene. | was tired, but thatsweiped out by my amazement at what | saw. Whadtaited
as a little wash house was turning into a cabihltdaks out in serenity and can stand tall.

With a lot of work and commitment, the little caltivat can has taken shape. The drawings have become
a reality with walls to enclose and a roof to streltWe have been taking photos to share our watlkaas eager
to display them so all can see that what seemeablteambitious is actually coming true. There's#ner work
wknd. in late August and an update of the sumn@ogress will be out soon. But now, we need to naake
final push for the last bit of money we need totgetlittle cabin that can to become the cabin ithat

We could not have done this without the help oball Friends in the meeting, whether from suppbrt o
our bake sales, donations or applied skills. Wecareing to the end of the summer and need ano8@090bto
complete the next phase, which includes wiring,rést of the plumbing, shower stalls, loft stagnsg (most
important for the upcoming winter) insulation. Tisgruly remarkable. With recent usage fees amdesextra
generous donations, that $3000 has actually beé@tiedhdown to $2350. Whatever you can give, whel,
$10, 200 or more- any amount is needed as it alintsoup little by little. Every bit brings us clrsto the goal.
And when it's done, we can all enjoy the new cattanding so tall in the trees.

To donate please make checks to Atlanta Friendsivg marked for "Cabin Building Project.
Contributions are tax-deductible. You can mail &seto AFM, 701 W. Howard Ave, Decatur, GA 30030, or
put them directly into the Contributions slot iretGreeting Room. For more information — Kathy Joims
404-371-4440, or kathbjohnson09@gmail.com

Adult First Day in September, and October, we will read and disblasgy Bieber's book, Decision Making

& Spiritual Discernment: The Sacred Art of Findiigur Way. Copies are available from Bill Hollanaddathe
class meets every week at 9am in the meeting Yibrall are welcome.
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Being Salt and Light

October 14--16, 2011

WITH Friends from Australia Valerie Joy & Abel Sibio

at the Atlanta Friends Meeting

701 W. Howard Ave., Decatur, GA 30030 (404)377]2474

Friends, globally, are exploring a common thérfi@eing Salt and Light,’ in preparation for the 2012
Sixth World Conference of Friends.

You are invited to be part of this conversation now

Valerie Joy is the Executive Secretary of FWCC's Asia |WestfRaSection. Valerie will share some of the
special aspects of the lives, projects, difficglamd triumphs, in the context of '‘Being Salt amght," of
Friends in Asia and the

West Pacific.

Abel Sibonio, Friends pastor originally from Burundi, will talk about the ‘broken world’ of life in refugee

camps in Tanzania. He will share why he and his family migrated to Australia and how his Quaker experience
has carried him

through the difficulties of becoming established in a new country. Friday — Sunday

AFM Movie Night! Friday, September 9th, at 7:00.

The featured movie will be, “The Milagro Beanfidldar’: One man's quixotic struggle as he
defends his small beanfield and his community ajaimuch larger business and New Mexico
state political interests. (Rated R).

Plus, Enjoy a Cartoon Before the Movie. We InWitau To Make A Donation In An Amount
You Can Afford And Feel to Be Appropriate. Freg@porn! You are welcome to bring your
own drinks or snacks.

A New Insight While on the Chesapeakby Perry Treadwell

On the first night of the trip down the Chesape@kéamestown a woman dressed in Colonial costume
presented a row of men and women shipmates wittsstgpbonnets and hats. She then went on to explzah
each hat represented. The three different tricerfugrthe men designated three classes of geatrgolwners,
lesser officials and tradesmen. | happened to sigrasd a large broadbrim resembling a Quaker omaslthe
lesser of the four, far down on the pecking ortiéomen equally had bonnets as well as accessasegdéng
their status in the community.

The reenactor followed with a description of hahdr: who tipped their hat to whom. Who removed
their hat with a sweeping bow. For me, this explimmeemphasized the original Quaker protest tchoatbr.
Something as common as refusing hat honor madeabvne Quaker testimonies of equality and integrit

| did recall the origin of the military salute wisping the hat to an officer. When this made tking
cumbersome the salute replaced the tipping. Mydjedher always wore a fedora and would touch tiva bf
his hat to the women he knew in Albany, Missourrefinder to me of the hat honor practice contiguirio
recent times.

The origin of a “big wig” is similar. Wigs were dbgsand the bigger the wig either in height or léng
below the shoulders determined the wealth andsstitany colonial. You had to be a “big wig” to weme.
Thus, Quakers didn’'t wear wigs.
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Atlanta Friends Meeting
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business
8th Month 21, 2011
Recorded Pending Approval

Georgia Lord presented the Query: “Do you strivddgelop your physical, emotional, and intellectual
capacities? Do you care for your body as a veddele Spirit? Do you choose recreations that seiiew your
physical, emotional, and intellectual abilitiesA¥3JIA Faith and Practice)

In attendance were: Micheal Allison, Steve Collin$,Crymes, Diana Day, John R. Day, Mary Ann Dayn
Julia Ewen, Jenny Foster, Judith Greenberg, Rdteath, Bill Holland, Kathy Johnson, Lynn Leuszlg&udy
Lumb, Beth Martinson, Alison Mawle, Laura NorlinpRald Nuse, Terri O’'Neil, Bert Skellie, Karen Ske|l
Ellie Soler, Myrna Trapp, Perry Treadwell, Denny Wter, Caroline Noyes (Recording Clerk), GeorgiedLo
(Clerk), (28 Friends)

Ministry and Worship: Bill Holland reported that a letter of applicatiior membership has been received
from John and Diana Day, who are leaders of thesiwprgroup in Macon, and who have attended AFM
periodically over the past 10 years. A clearnessnittee of Mary Ann Downey, Elizabeth MartinsondaBill
Holland met with the Days at their home in Macod are clear that the membership is in right orddmistry
and Worship recommends that the Meeting welcom®#yes into membership and support their efforts to
establish an ongoing worship group in Macon. Applavill be sought in Ninth Month.

For the past three years, a support committeerahl®cDonald, Elizabeth Valera, Ceal Wutka, andyMar
Ann Downey has been meeting with Christina Repakeghe followed her leading to obtain an M.Div.rdeg
at Candler School of Theology and to work with othgends to create a network for Quaker Voluntary
Service. Atlanta Friends Meeting approves thefweihg minute:

Minute 08-21-01:Atlanta Friends Meeting recognizes the leadinGlofistina Repoley to deepen and enrich
the spiritual vitality of the Religious Society Bfiends by developing opportunities for Quakers,
particularly young adults, to engage in voluntagvgce. Christina is under the care of a support
committee that is regularly meeting with her. We excited to hear how the spirit has moved among
Friends with similar leadings and to learn of tharfation of the Quaker Voluntary Service Network.
We look forward to learning of ways the Meeting saipport these efforts.

Christina will be leading a forum with the board@ifiaker Voluntary Service on the last Sunday iroBet so
Friends can learn more about the organization.

Steve Collins presented the revised set of margaggelines. The last set of guidelines was writte1990,
and the proposed guidelines combine two existirguoents into one document while resolving conttaahs
across the two documents, and bring the AFM guidslinto better alignment with the 2010 revisianthe
SAYMA guidelines.

Minute 08-21-02:Atlanta Friends Meeting approves the revised setarfriage guidelines with
modifications.

Bill Holland also reported that Ministry and Worghias received a letter from Christina Repoleyadn
Leper requesting to be married under the careeoMbeting. A clearness committee has been formed.

Mark Wutka has completed a 2-year course of stu@chool of the Spirit on being a spiritual nurturéd
care committee composed of Jim Tolmach, Daphne é&énCeal Wutka, and Bill Holland has been meeting
with Mark every month for the past two years tosap this effort.

At the end of October, Mary Ann Downey will be |leagla retreat for SAYMA Meetings on Deepening the
Spiritual Life of the Meeting. Marthajane Robins&tizabeth Martinson, and Mark Wutka will be atlerg.
Additionally, the FGC Traveling Ministry Programlikbe holding consultation on Eldering in Decemlzard
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Bill Holland, MaryAnn Downey and Mark Wutka will bettending.

TheBeing Salt and Lighgathering will be held in the weekend of Octob#y16 at Atlanta Friends Meeting.
Valerie Joy, the Executive Secretary of FWCC'’s Aslast Pacific Section and Abel Sibonio, a Friendstpr
originally from Burundi will speak on Friends li\grthe kingdom of God in a broken world. Friends iavited
to be a part of this conversation.

Ministry and Worship is committed to maintaining tiworship space and is welcoming thoughts and coace
regarding the effect of latecomers and people tepMeeting early on the quality of our worship.

Finance/Administration: Judith Greenberg presented the minute for Joe Glayaute in the agenda text). The
Care Committee will be Clerked by Karen Morris, do@ has approved this ministry. Atlanta Friendethg
approves the following minute:
Minute 08-21-03:1In light of the unique circumstances surroundiog Clay’s retirement, the Finance
Committee will establish a ministry for Joe thatarporates four elements, including a) a retirencang
fund of $5,000; b) administration of the retiremeate fund by a Care Committee who will provide
supportive care; c) retirement at the end of 2@ht}; d) a reduction in the hours through the erDaflL to
facilitate an orderly transition to a new custodian

Approval of Minutes of Sixth Month Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business:
Minute 08-21-04:Atlanta Friends Meeting approves the minutes oftSiMonth Meeting for Worship with
Attention to Business without correction.

Approval of Minutes of Seventh Month Meeting for Waship with Attention to Business:
Minute 08-21-05: Atlanta Friends Meeting approves the minutes eke8th Month Meeting for Worship
with Attention to Business without correction.

Clerk’s Items: Georgia Lord reported that she had received aldérom Charles Bennett, son of Erline
Bennett who was a member of AFM in the 1990’s.inértecently passed away at the age of 95, and kaftall
bequest of $300 to Atlanta Friends Meeting.

There will be a meeting on Augusttbao discuss the subject of ‘Acknowledging New Cieldin our
Meeting’'s Families.”

Meeting closed with silent worship.
Respectfully Submitted, Georgia Lord, Clerk’ CameliNoyes, Recording Clerk

The sense of the Meeting is that the quality ofwarship is noticeably strengthened when Friendsear
on time. We appreciate that this is sometimesatiffito do and recognize any extra efforts Friemdge
to adhere to this discipline on behalf of our comityu
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Calender for 9th Month 2011
Area Meetings for Worship
Every First Day, 10:00 a.m.— In the Meeting Roord arsmall meeting in the Library.
Every 2nd and 4th First Day, 10:00 a.m. — Cantoarféls Worship Group, 360 E. Marietta St,
Canton, 779-720-4669 or wrldpeas@mindspring.com
First Thursdays at AFSC office, 60 Walton ST. NWlaAta, 10303
Thursdays (Except 1st Thurs. of the Month)- 12:40 gast Lake Commons. Contact Bert Skellie,
404-378-5883, bertskellie@ gmail.comfor directions
Friends School of Atlanta, Fridays, 8:45 am,Comrtyulieeting Room, beginning the 2nd week of
August, ending the last week of May. 862 Columbig Decatur, GA 30030; 404-373-8746;
www.friendsschoolatlanta.org
Wednesday Morning Worship, 8:30 — 9:00: In thedilp at Atlanta Friends Meetinghouse.
Contact Jonah McDonald, 404-377-2474, afmgusRéotmail.com
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm: Meeting Room. Contact ChadRepoley: 404-840-3005 or
christinarepoley@ gmail.com
Weekly Events
Every First Day (Sunday)
9:00 Adult Religious Education
9:15 Singing, Classroom A/B
10:00 Meetings for Worship
Every Wednesday  8:30-9:00 Morning Silent Wagoshibrary
Every Second-Fifth Day (Monday-Thursday)
8:30-12:30 Smart Toddlers, Nursery playgieb
Every Third Day (Tuesday)
7:30pm Silent Meditation, Meeting Room
7:30pm Bible Study, Library
Every Fourth Day (Wednesday)
7:00-8:30 Mid-Week Semi-Programmed Worship Rin

The Editor has deferred the usual weekly announntaie the Weekly Announcement Sheet which is more
extensive.

A Different Genesis by Perry

When God made the first human, she took one lodksard, “My God, what have | done?” She lookediat h
up and down, down and up, until, embarrassed, iered himself. She was inspired and decided, ‘limvdke
another in my own image.” And men have picturediim&ge ever since in sculpture (recall the nedalithi
“Venus”), painting (all the Madonnas of the Renars=), and dance & ballet. The goddesses imagasginr
the ages are much more interesting than the gatiena, Isis, Kali for example. Even Mary the motbiedesus
has been raised to goddess stature by some. G® detebrate the beauty of wonfeom inside out

It is in the spirit that marriage takes place.nHa tlesh there is connection, but only in the sgrthere a new
thing created out of the two different antithetilggs. In the body | am conjoined with the womBaut in the

spirit my conjunction with her creates a third thian absolute, a Word which is neither me nor merof me
nor of her, but which is absolute. D.H. Lawrendg, Lawrence and Ital{t916
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ATLANTA FRIENDS MEETING
701 West Howard Avenue, Decatur, GA 30030
Georgia Lord 770-934-7523; Georgia_Lord@mindspringom
Peter Sederberg 404-968-9309: afmtreasurer@yahoormo
Newsletter Editor, 404-325-1504, perryt@bellsoutheat
Office: Hours M-W-F 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; E-mail adlress: afmquakers@hotmail.com

NAMETAGS: If you would like to have a permanent retag made,
leave a request in one of the baskets on the fathe. Indicate
whether you prefer one that hangs around the netiab pins.
When Carol Gray has made one for you, it will becpt in the
black file box on the greeting table.

If you would like to be included in the AFM databeaend receive
the Newsletter by mail and/or appear in future ABMectories,
please send your name, address phone, e-mail addteso Nina
Gooch by e-mail at ninagooch@gmail.com or by phé®w-371-
9873. Please indicate if you want to be in thealiey, receive the
newsletter by mail, or both. This also appliesryg ehange in
existing database information, e.g. change of addre

To receive AFM newsletter notices via e-mail, sijnpénd a blank
e-mail to afmnewsletter-subscribe@yahoogroups.déam the
address where you want to receive the newsléftar.will receive
a note back from Yahoo asking you to confirm ysuipscription;
simply hit reply and you will be added to the lifhere is no
subscription fee for the newsletter.
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To receive general announcements and participadescussion,
follow the same instructions only address the mot&fmdiscussion-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. To receive announcemrgatig
directly to he life of the meeting, send the sami o
afmannouncements-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
The web site for the meeting is atlanta.quakendrgre the newsletter
can be found at events
Contributions to the Atlanta Friendeéfing can be placed in

the slot marked “Contributions” in the greetingaacd the
Meetinghouse, or mailed to the Treasurer at the@bddress. Thank
you! DEADLINE FOR 10TH Month newsletter: 9TH Month 16

Readers are encouraged to submit letetisles, poetry,
calendar notices and anything else of interestiengs. Items should
be sent directly taPerry Treadwell perryt@bellsouth.net 404-325-
1504 preferably in plain text in the body of the email

This newsletter is a publication of the Atlantaedfrils
Meeting. Views expressed are those of the autimwtsnot necessarily
those of the Atlanta Friends Meeting
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