
WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Are we willing to trust that non-violent methods will make peace?

Do we work for positive goals rather than against what we donõt want?

What is it that blocks our efforts to act constructively?

If war is not the answer, what are effective alternatives?

How can we encourage greater respect for human dignity?

Can we refuse to identify others as òthe enemyó?

What are some creative ways to resolve conflicts?

Do we acknowledge that people may act out of different perspectives 
and needs, not always from bad intentions?
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AGATE PASSAGE FRIENDS MEETING

You are welcome to attend our Meeting for Worship

10 am Every Sunday  ·  Seabold Hall 

14451 Komedal, Bainbridge Island, WA

For more information call 360-779-2097 or 360-697-4675 
 http://www.quaker.org/agate-passage/index.htm

Please feel free to copy and share this pamphlet -- June 20, 2004

QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

If War is Not The Answer

Quakers have long been known as pacifists who oppose war and 
violence. In past wars many have either refused to register for the 
draft or have been conscientious objectors. Historically, Quakers have 
been imprisoned or have died because of their refusal to take up arms 
or to engage in the makings of war.

In 1654 George Fox, founder of Quakerism, stated that he òlived 
in the life and power that takes away the occasion of all wars.ó 2  
òQuakers cannot engage in war as a method for settling international 
disputes, for war is a test of strength, not a search for truth and 
justice.  We do not fear death, but we want to live and we want our 
children to live and fulfill their lives.ó 1

In the 20th century, weõve seen the works of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi as they practiced nonviolence in 
search of freedom.

Sooner or later all the peoples of the world, 
without regard to the political systems under 
which they live, will have to discover a way to 
live together in peace. 
ðRev. Dr. Martin Luther King,  Jr. 4




